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RE: Town of Mason Spaulding Brook Conservation Area (aka Fletcher) and Dooniu CE Properties

Northeast Energy Direct Project, FERC Docket No. PF 14-22

Dear Mr. Moser:

It has come to our attention that the natural gas pipeline route, pmposed by the Tennessee Gas
Pipeline Company (TGP) in their recent FERC Pre-Filing, proposes to cross the Town's Doonan
Conservation Easement property and its Spaulding Brook Conservation Area (a.k.a. Fletcher Parcel). As

you may be aware, these two conservation properties were acquired through the State's Land
Conservation Investment Program (LCIP) and, as such, the State maintains an interest in these lands to
ensure that its conservation investment is protected. Attached is a copy of the Town of Mason
Conservation Project Description from the LCIP Final Report, which pmvides additional background

information about these properties. More information about the LCIP program is also available at
httn://www.nh. Rov/oeo/Dlannina/Droarams/ciso/index.htm.

The lands and interests in lands (such as easements) acquimd through the LCIP are held in public
trust and by law, the sale, transfer, conveyance, or release of any such land or interest in land from public
trust is prohibited. In addition, there may be land use restrictions contained in the deeds of these
conservation properties that could be in conflict with construction of a pipeline. We hope to work with

the Town of Mason and TGP to ensure that impacts to these conservation lands are avoided or mitigated.

We request that our office be included in any discussions between the Town of Mason and TGP
and copied on any correspondence that relates specifically to these two conservation properties.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Tracey Boisvert, Program Director
Conservation Land Stewardship Director

Enclosure: Town of Mason Conservation Project Description from LCIP Final Report
cc: Mary Maloney, Assistant Attorney General, DOJ

Mason Conservation Commission
Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C.

AFERC

TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964
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MASON LOCAL LAND CONSERVATION GRANT

Three parcels were pro-
tected in the Town of Ma-
son's local land conservation
pmject: Hetcher property
was targeted for pmtection
and parcels owned by
Doonan and Stewart pro-
vided local match. In total,
247.6 acres of land in Mason
wete protected at a cost to
LCIP of $146,000 in Decem-
ber, 1991. These three
properties protect important
scenic, habitat, and recrea-
tional resources in town.

H.E. Fletcher Liauidatins
Trust Parcel

The 163.3 acre Hetcher
land helps to protect
Spaulding Bmok Pond, a 20
acre beaver flowage area
and neighboring down-
stream wetlands. The land
is located on the eastern side
of Starch MIII Road and the
western side of Mitchell Hill
Road appmximately 5 mlles
northeast of the center of
Mason. The parcel consists
of undeveloped wooded
land. Woodland trails on
the Hetcher land lead to the
pond, providing access to
this very scenic and produc-
tive wildlii'e habitat area.
The property has a history of
careful woodlot steward-
ship and sustains line pine
and mixed hardwood timber
stands.

The Town of Mason has
named the Fletcher property
the Spaulding Brook Pond
Conservation Land, because
of the large beaver pond on
Spauiding Brook, which is

the outstanding natural fea-
ture of rhe pmperty. They
also plan to manage the
property for timber and
wildlife habitat. For access,
the Town plans to build a
small parking area by the
road on the Hetcher land
and to maintain and sign
foot trails thmugh the prop-
ert.

Because of this project,
new opportunities to create
greenways and to link ex-
isting trails now exist.

The parcel was appraised
at $150,000 (July, 1991).
The Town contributed
$4,000 and the LCHr con-
tributed $146,000 toward
the purchase price of this
parceL

Doonan Parcel

Kenneth Doonan donated
a conservation easement on
12.5 acres of woodland on
Starch MIII Road in Mason.
Located approximately 5
mlles northeast ofthe center

SUMMARY INFORfffAllON

MASON

FLETCHER PARCEL

GRANTOR: H.E. Fietcher Companv Uquidatins Trust
GRANTEE: Town of Mwen
ACRES: 163.3
DATE ACQUIRED: 12-1&91
INTEREST ACQUIRED: Fee Simple
TOTAL PURCHASE PRICE: 8146JNR.
BOOW PAGE NUMBER OF DEED CONVE/ED: 5301/868
PLAN RECORDED: 25534

STEWART PARCEL

GRANTOR: Theodore Stewart, Sr.
GRANTEE: Town of Meson
ACRES: 71.8
DATE ACQUIRED: 12-16-91
INTEREST ACQUIRED: Conservauon Easement
TOTAL PURCHASE PRICE: Donation
SOON/ PAGE NUMBER OF DEED CONVEYED: 5301/883
PIAN RECORDED: 25535

DOONAN PARCEL

GRANTOR: Kenneth Doonen
GRANTEE: Town of Mason
ACRES: 12.5
DATE AI IREO: 12-16-91
INTEREST ACQUIRED: Consewation Easement
TOTAL PURCHASE PRICE: Donation
BOOW PAGE NUMBER OF DEED CONVEYED: 5301/874
PLAN RECORDED: 26534
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of Mason, this parcel helps
to protect Spaulding Brook
Pond and the abutting
Pletcher parceL The topog-
raphy of the site Is mostly
gently rolling with some
steep slopes. The parcel
contains 250'rontage on
Starch Mill Road and the
rear half of the site abuts the
pond. There is a electrical
transmission easement
which runs through the site
and over Starch Mill Road.
The parcel has been main-
tained for timber.

The Doonan easement,
valued at $15,000, helped
to make the Town's match-
ing contribution for LCIP
funds.

Stewart Parcel

The 71.8 acre parcel
owned by Theodore Ste-
watt, Jr., is located on a des-
ignated Town scenic road.
The easement helps protect
the scenic, undeveloped
frontage along this road, as
well as over 1000 feet of
frontage on the abutting
Town-owned Railroad Trail.
Mr. Stewart donated the
easement on this property,
valued at $113,000,as part
of the match.

Located about 5 miles
north of the Townsend, MA,
town line and 3 miles south
of the center of Mason, it is
located off Route 123 (Val-
ley Road), the main road
through Mason. The 71.8
actus consist of two tracts-
roughly one-third on the
south side of Jackson Road
and two-thirds on the north
side of Jackson Road.

Topography is sloping to-
ward the railroad traiL The
property is wooded with
some wetlands along the
northern boundary.

In addition to the Town's
$4 000 toward this project,
$15,000 wes raised to cover
appraisal and survey costs .

Prhttad by the Land Conservation Investment Pro.
gram, c/o 2-1/2 Beacon Street, Concord, NH 08801-
March, 1998
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