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From: Charles Moser [cvmoser@earthlink.net]
Sent: Monday, April 22, 2013 1:01 PM
To: Mason Selectmen Office; Larochelle, Bob
Cc: Pete McGinnity; Bernie O'Grady; Ron O'Keefe; Liz Fletcher
Subject: Quarry Walk

To the Selectmen and Conservation Commission:
This is quick report for the files.
Ron O'Keefe, risk management consultant from LGC, walked the quarry this morning, 4/22/2013. Present were myself,
Bernie O'Grady, Liz Fletcher, and Bob Larochelle. Also joining us was Chuck Anderson, abutter, who has expressed
concerns about safety at the quarry.
We parked at the end of the improved section of Scripps Lane, off Brookline Road, and walked up the rail trail to where
the narrow gauge rail cut goes in to the quarry. We walked to the low area of the quarry where people generally
congregate, and also walked up to the high points where people are known to jump into the water from.
A log, branches and other natural debris were observed in the water, as well as a small amount of trash (mostly beverage
cans).
I showed Mr. O'Keefe an opening in the ground that appears to be some kind of man made, rock lined underground
chamber or channel, in which there is a considerable amount of trash. He advised filling the chamber with rock and
covering it over.
We advised Mr. O'Keefe that youth were known to swim in the quarry, jump off the sides, including the highest point
above the water, and that kids were known to come here from Nashua and other surrounding communities. We also said
that in the collective memory of those present on the walk, there has never been an emergency call for an injury at the
quarry.
Mr. O'Keefe had a couple of common sense recommendations during the walk:
The floating logs and brush in the quarry should be removed and the water kept generally free of such debris. His logic is
that, even swimming was banned, it is highly unlikely that we will prevent kids from accessing the site and jumping into the
water. Therefore, an obvious, simple hazard like a floating log should be removed. He also suggested that we have
someone with scuba gear survey for underwater hazards. Bernie will contact Steve Dunn about this. He is a certified diver
who dove the quarry a few years ago.
We observed many years worth of vandalized No Trespassing signs at the quarry proper. Mr. O'Keefe suggested that we
should consider making rules and posting them at the main access points, where there might be more visibility and less
opportunity for vandalism. However he did suggest a few signs around the quarry e.g. "No Jumping/Diving" may also be
advisable.
Mr. O'Keefe also suggested that if a picnic area is established, we look for dead trees or branches overhanging the area
and clean those up so they don't fall on anyone.
Mr. O'Keefe is going to review the recommendations that LGC has made to other towns with quarries, and then forward
his written recommendations to us.
It appears that implementation of the type of recommendations Mr. O'Keefe is considering will all be allowable under the
terms of the easement.

Charles V. Moser
Selectman
Personal contact info:
102 Meeting House Hill Road
Mason, NH 03048-4115
(603) 878-3363




